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8 Secrets of a  
Successful White Paper

White papers are one of the most powerful B2B marketing tools in your content arsenal. Use this 
checklist to create a top-notch white paper that delves deep into valuable information to attract and 
hook potential partners, investors, and clients.

Checklist derived from the original blog post on Marketing Trenches, “Six Secrets of a Successful White Paper.”

 ¬ Is your goal to drive prospects to a product or inform 
readers about a service? Determine your goal before 
you start.

 ¬ Back up your arguments with credible research from 
respected outside sources, not just your own  
team of experts.

 ¬ Choose a title that conveys the key points and 
motivates your audience to read it. Don’t include your 
product name, or your paper will come across  
as sales collateral.

 ¬ Don’t expect everyone to read your white paper in 
full. Write an executive overview that summarizes your 
findings without giving everything away.

 ¬ Create buzz around your new white paper: feature 
it on your homepage, write a blog post about it, 
promote it across your social media properties, and 
email it to your lists.

 ¬ Don’t produce a longwinded sales pitch. Think of 
your white paper as a window into your company’s 
offerings and value proposition.

 ¬ Resist the urge to tell your entire story in a white 
paper — history, mission statement, executive bios, 
descriptions of all products and services. Trying to 
cover it all will distract from your purpose.

 ¬ Don’t just talk about yourself — tackle big questions 
in your industry, while weaving in bits and pieces that 
present you as a viable solution to a problem.
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Feel like your white paper might be off track? 
Keep these tips in mind to create a useful resource rather than a blatant sales pitch.
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Know your purpose. Back up your claims.

Consider your title.

Include an executive summary.

Market your work.

Educate, don’t sell.

Be selective.

Answer a pressing question.
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